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®  Answer two questions in total:
Section A: answer one question.
Section B: answer one question.
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Section A

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

EITHER

1 (a) Summarise the main themes of the Brahmanas. [5]

(b) Explain why some contemporary Hindus might believe the Upanishads are of greater importance

than other Vedic writings. [10]
(c) ‘The Atharva Veda is less important for Hindus than the other three Vedas.’ Discuss. [15]
[Total: 30]

OR
2 (a) Outline how the Bhagavad Gita is different from the rest of the Mahabharata. [5]

(b) Explain why some Hindus might describe the Bhagavad Gita as a summary of the Vedas. [10]
(c) Assess the claim that the Bhagavad Gita is the only sacred text a Hindu needs to read. [15]

[Total: 30]
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Section B

Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4.

EITHER
3 (a) Summarise the difference between monism and monotheism. [5]
(b) Explain how Brahman relates to the concept of ishvara. [10]

(c) Assess the claim that liberation is achieved by realising that the atman is entirely separate

from Brahman. [15]
[Total: 30]

OR
4 (a) Summarise what Vaishnavas believe about God. [5]
(b) Explain how Smartism is different from other theistic traditions in Hinduism. [10]
(c¢) ‘Any Hindu is allowed to worship Shiva.’ Discuss. [15]
[Total: 30]
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